Trumbull County Family Wraparound
Strengths, Needs and Culture Discovery

Joey Williams*
D.O.B 2-24-94

Introduction:

Joey is a 12-year-old male who lives in Brookfield, Ohio with his paternal grandparents, Maggie and Bob Smith; and his uncle John Smith.  The Smiths were granted legal guardianship when Joey was 7 years old, and he has resided with them ever since.  Joey’s biological mother, Sue Williams, lives in Virginia with her 19-year-old son Jeff.  As a young child, Joey lived with his mother in Cortland and had regular visits with his father.  Sadly, in 2001, Joey’s father, Steven Smith committed suicide.

Joey is fortunate to have the support and care from his grandparents, as well as a large close-knit extended family.  Joey’s Aunt Betsy and her family live in Alabama.  They see each other a couple times a year.  Joey’s Aunt Susan and her family live nearby and they see each other frequently.  The Smith’s youngest son John resides in the family home.


The family was informed of the Wraparound process by their therapist at Youth Services, following a recent psychiatric hospitalization.  Joe Brown, Brookfield School Psychologist, referred the family to the Wraparound Coordinator at the end of October, 2006.  Following an initial engagement meeting at the school on October 30th, the family decided they would like to participate in the Wraparound process, with Jennifer Owens as the Wraparound Facilitator.  While the triggering concern was the psychiatric hospitalization, the central concerns for the family and others are related to Joey’s school behavior and performance.
Family Vision
The family’s vision for the future is for Joey to be back in mainstream education, and involved in extracurricular activities that he enjoys, like band.  At home, the family would like to be able to have quiet times together, and experience laughter and fun like they used to.
Life Domains:

School


One of the main concerns that the family has at this time is Joey’s behavior and academic performance at school.  Joey is currently in the 6th grade at Brookfield Middle School; and beginning this year, he was placed in the ED classroom.  His teacher is Mrs. Sampson.  Joey is very unhappy about being placed in this classroom, and really wants to return to the mainstream class.  He feels that he has lost friends because of his educational placement.  Joey has been on restriction for much of the school year for not participating in classroom activities or completing his work.  Joey does not have any problems with attendance, although Maggie reports that it is a struggle every day to wake him up.
Joey’s family places a high value on education.  Joey’s aunt Susan has been a teacher for 29 years, and for 20 of those years she taught the LD classroom.  It is very worrisome to Joey’s grandparents to see him struggling, especially because they know how intelligent he is.  During the Discovery interviews it was apparent that Joey is indeed a very smart young man, with lots of potential.  Joey does enjoy some of the classroom activities, especially the hands-on projects, like when they recently made crystals.

Joey has attended 4 different schools since Kindergarten; and until this year, he was in regular education.  Until 5th grade, Joey’s academic performance was good, although he has always struggled with his behavior.  Joey reports that his favorite teacher was Mrs. Sharp, from Brookfield Elementary.  He says that she was “strict, but fair and her discipline didn’t carry on and on.”  At his current school, the family is very appreciative of Joe Brown, the school psychologist.  Maggie reports that Mr. Brown was the first person to “see the good in him.”  They are grateful that Mr. Brown continued with Joey after he moved on to the middle school, stating that he could have “passed him off.”  In talking with Mr. Brown on the phone and during the initial engagement meeting at the school, his commitment to Joey was apparent.


Joey does not currently participate in any school extracurriculars; however, he is involved in activities outside of school, including Boy Scouts, Bowling and Baseball.  Last year, Joey participated in the band, and this is something that he and his family would like for him to resume.

Emotional


As previously mentioned, Joey was recently hospitalized at Youth Services Unit, following an incident at home in which he was extremely oppositional and aggressive.  Joey is diagnosed with ADHD, for which he takes medication.  Joey has received counseling on and off since age 7.  Currently, Joey sees Randy Dell for individual counseling.  The family started back up with the counseling following his recent hospitalization.  Joey is also involved in the Diversion Program through the JJC.  Joey was referred to this program by Joe Brown.  Joey’s diversion probation officer is Rebecca Thomas.  At this time, Rebecca is mainly working with Joey at school, to help address his behavioral issues.  Joey does respect both Rebecca and Randy.  When asked who he would choose to talk to if he was having a problem, he stated that he would choose Rebecca and Randy.

Joey does have certain activities that help him calm down when he is becoming agitated.  One activity is listening to music.  His favorite groups are Fallout Boy and Maroon 5.  Joey also enjoys art, and this often helps him calm down, if he starts before becoming too agitated.  Joey is really good at drawing cartoon characters, and he recently got a book on origami and has been teaching himself how to do this.
Family

As mentioned earlier, Joey has a large close-knit family.  Over Thanksgiving, the Smiths hosted a family gathering of over 30 people.  They will also have a large family celebration at their house for Christmas and Easter.  Summer Holidays will be spent at Maggie’s sister Pat’s house (because she has a pool!) The family attends the Brookfield United Methodist Church.  Joey attends church and Sunday School, although he tends to hang out in the rec room during the church service with a couple of buddies!  Joey does like Sunday School and his Sunday School teacher, Lou.

Joey’s grandparents are very active with him and regularly take him out to do special activities.  There are many activities that Joey and his grandfather (and often Uncle John) like to do together.  One of Joey’s favorites is going to museums.  They recently went to the Packard Museum to see the cars, as well as the Butler Institute of American Art and the Arms Museum.  The only trouble is that Bob often has a hard time getting Joey to leave the museums!  Other activities that Joey has enjoyed with his Grandpa recently included the Veteran’s Parade, a patriotic concert, and lots of fishing.  The family also has season tickets to the Scrappers.  Maggie points out that one of Bob’s strengths is that he “does not get anxious with Joey in public.”  However, Bob is concerned that he is not as patient with Joey as he was in the past. 

When Maggie and Bob need a break, Susan and John will help out with Joey; however, they report that lately they have been handling things on their own.  One of the activities that Joey enjoys doing with his Grandma is watching movies, either at home or at the theater.  Joey also does a lot with his uncle John, including watching sports, playing Playstation, going to baseball games or going to the mall.

One of the challenges that the family experiences with Joey during these activities, is that he has a hard time enjoying the moment, and is often preoccupied and worried about what is coming up next.  They would really like for him to learn to enjoy the moment more.


Joey’s mother lives in Virginia, and he does not have regular contact with her.  However, Joey does love and care for his mother.  Joey is very hopeful that his older brother Jeff will come to live with their family in Brookfield.  This is a possibility, but the family does not know for sure.  In fact, when asked what Joey wanted for Christmas, having his brother come home was at the top of his list.  Jeff has finished high school and he would likely attend a trade school to learn to become a mechanic.

Prioritized Needs:

The family identified the following as the priority needs that they would like the team to focus on first.

1. Help support Joey to improve his behavior and academics so he can return to the mainstream class, and ideally learn to enjoy school.
2. Help Joey learn to respect others and show appreciation.

3. Help Joey with following through with tasks and activities.

Potential Team Members:

The family identified the following people to be invited to the initial team meeting:
Joey Williams (client), Bob Smith (grandfather), Maggie Smith (grandmother), John Smith (uncle), Randy Dell (therapist), Rebecca Thomas (probation officer), Joe Brown (school psychologist) and Laura Domitrovich.  In the future, the family may also like to include Aunt Susan, Joey’s cousin Denny or another cousin, and a teacher.
Participants in the Strength, Needs and Culture Discovery:

Jennifer Owens met with the family at their home on November 13th and November 20th.  Participants included Joey, Maggie, Bob and John.  Jennifer also gathered information from Joe Brown and Rebecca Thomas at the school meeting and over the phone.
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* This sample discovery is based on an actual discovery; however, all of the names, locations and other identifying information have been changed.

